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The annual number of PCIs in every interventio-
nal cardiology center from Romania is represented in 
Figure 1. A direct comparison of data from 2014 to 
2018 was done, that highlights the continuous increase 
of workload of the interventional cardiology centers 
from Romania (Figure 2). However, we can see that 
the sharp increase in the total number of PCIs betwe-
en 2014-2016 fl attened between 2017-2019. In 2019, 
in Romania, 21783 PCIs were performed.

In 2019 the downward trend of the total number 
of primary PCIs performed in STEMI patients continu-
es (Figure 3). This can reveal problems in funding the 
program or how these cases are reported.

From 2014 to 2019 the total number of implanted 
stents and the percentage of drug eluting stents incre-
ased yearly (Figure 4). In 2019 were implanted 30207 
drug eluting stents.

This article provides data of the workload of the in-
terventional cardiology centers from Romania during 
2019 and it highlights the trends in coronary or pe-
ripheral interventions between 2014 and 20191-5. 
Members from all interventional cardiology centers 
from Romania were requested to fi ll a standard form 
about the total number of various procedures perfor-
med during 2019. Data was collected from 34 of 36 
interventional cardiology centers from Romania at the 
initiative of the Interventional Cardiology Working 
Group of Romanian Society of Cardiology.

Table 1 summarizes the data from 2019 provided by 
34 public and private interventional cardiology centers 
from Romania. Currently, there are 36 interventional 
cardiology centers in Romania, of which 12 are priva-
te centers and 24 public centers. In 2019, in Romania 
were 58 interventional cardiologists in training.

Abstract: This article provides data of the workload of the interventional cardiology centers from Romania during 2019. 
Members from all interventional cardiology centers from Romania were requested to fi ll a standard form about the total 
number of various procedures performed during 2019. The report highlights the total number of coronary interventions, 
peripheral interventions, and interventions for structural heart diseases, that were performed in 2019 in Romania. A com-
parison of the workload of the interventional cardiology centers from Romania between 2014 to 2019 was done.
Keywords: interventional cardiology, percutaneous coronary interventions, stents.

Rezumat: Acest articol oferă date despre volumul de lucru al centrelor de cardiologie intervenţională din România în 
cursul anului 2019. Membrii din toate centrele de cardiologie intervenţională din România au fost rugaţi să completeze un 
formular standard despre numărul total de proceduri intervenţioale efectuate în cursul anului 2019. Raportul evidenţiază 
numărul total de intervenţii coronariene, intervenţii periferice şi intervenţii pentru boli structurale cardiace, care au fost 
efectuate în 2019 în România. S-a făcut o comparaţie între volumul de lucru al centrelor de cardiologie intervenţională din 
România între anii 2014 şi 2019.
Cuvinte cheie: cardiologie intervenţională, intervenţii coronariene percutane, stenturi.
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There is a continuous need of implementing a Man-
datory Interventional Cardiology National Registry, 
capable of monitoring objectively these key health 
care services in a standard manner. This national re-
gistry can guide further development of the interven-
tional cardiology in Romania1-5.

Although, from 2014 to 2018 the total number of 
peripheral angioplasties doubled, in 2019 there was a 
decreased in this regard by 13% (Figure 5).

Although the number of TAVI procedures doubled 
every year, the number of endovascular aortic repair 
procedures and interventions in structural heart di-
seases declined in 2019 compared to 2018 (Figure 6). 

Table 1. Reported data from all Interventional Cardiology Centers from Romania in 2019

* Number of peripheral angioplasty (lower and upper limbs artery, not including carotid arteries)
** Interventions in cardiac structural diseases: percutaneous closures of DSA, DSV, PFO, arterial duct, balloon valvulotomies, left atrial appendage closure
(PCI - percutaneous coronary intervention, STEMI - ST segment elevation myocardial infarction, DES – drug eluting stent, BVS - bioresorbable vascular scaffold, FFR -  fractional fl ow reserve, IFR - instanta-
neous wave-free ratio, IVUS – intravascular ultrasound, OCT - optical coherence tomography, PTA - percutaneous transluminal angioplasty, TAVI - transcatheter aortic valve implantation).
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Figure 1.  Total number of percutaneous coronary interventions in 2019 in interventional centers from Romania.

Figure 2.  Total number of percutaneous coronary interventions from 2014 to 2019 in Romania.
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Figure 3.  Total number of primary percutaneous coronary interventions in STEMI patients from 2015 to 2019 in interventional centers from Romania 
(STEMI - ST segment elevation myocardial infarction).

Figure 4.  Total number of stents implanted from 2014 to 2019 in Romania (DES – drug eluting stent).
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Figure 6.  Total number of TAVI, EVAR/TEVAR and SHD interventions performed from 2017 to 2019 in Romania (TAVI - transcatheter aortic valve implan-
tation, EVAR - Endovascular Aneurysm Repair, TEVAR - Thoracic endovascular aortic repair, SHD – structural heart diseases).

Figure 5.  Total number of peripheral angioplasties from 2014 to 2019 in Romania (only in interventional cardiology centers).
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Hospital and CardioMed, Targu Mures, Dr. Ayman 
Elkahlout and Dr. Viorel Nicolae, Emergency Institute 
For Cardiovascular Diseases, Targu Mures; Conf. Dr. 
Ioan Tilea, Nova-Vita, Targu Mures; Conf. Dr. Cris-
tian Mornos and Dr. Milovan Slovenski, Institute Of 
Cardiovascular Disease, Timisoara; Dr. Mihai Ursu, 
Clinicco, Brasov; Dr. Florin Ortan and Dr. Cristina 
Popica, County Emergency Hospital, Brasov; Dr. Virgil 
Popa and Dr. Marius Rus, County Emergency Clinical 
Hospital, Oradea; Dr. Dan Filip, County Emergency 
Hospital “Dr. Constantin Opris”, Baia Mare; Dr. Ni-
colae Florescu, Polisano, Sibiu; Dr. Radu Pretorian and 
Dr. Ioan Bitea, County Emergency Hospital, Sibiu; Dr. 
Marian Albu and Dr. Victor Iorga, County Emergen-
cy Hospital, Ploiesti; Dr. Elvis Botu and Dr. Gabriel 
Stanica, County Emergency Hospital, Pitesti; Dr. Radu 
Stavaru and Dr. Paul Trasca; County Emergency Hos-
pital, Craiova.
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