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he Editors’ Network is a task force of the European

Society of Cardiology (ESC), representing the 44
National Society Cardiovascular Journals that are pu-
blished across 37 countries'. Among the operational
goals enshrined in its mission statement is a commit-
ment to improve the diffusion of scientific knowledge
through distribution of common academic material
and joint education initiatives’. Heart already has a
strong education section and its content, approved by
the European Board for Accreditation in Cardiology
(EBAC), is available for free access via the Heart and
ESC websites. However, a recent joint publication of
the Editors’ Network called for educational initiatives
to be extended throughout the national cardiology jo-
urnals of Europe’, and it is in response to that call that
a series of Almanac 2011 papers are appearing more
or less simultaneously in many of the Network Jour-
nals. Almanac - a late Middle English word derived via
medieval Latin from Greek almenikhiaka - is defined
as an annual calendar containing important dates and
statistical information. It provides an approximate de-
scription of the new series of papers presenting selected
recent research that has driven clinical advances in six
major topic areas. The content is educative and clini-
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cally relevant and its presentation across the national
society cardiovascular journals of Europe represents a
milestone in collaborative publishing. Plans for Alma-
nac 2012 are yet more ambitious and pave the way for
a new era of joint educational initiatives driven by the
Editors’ Network of the ESC.
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